The *“Woodworth Book”

An unpublished genealogy manuscript or letter by the poet
Samuel Woodworth

With a memo of introduction by Dr. Macarther, Samuel’s grandson.
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This intresting find was brought to my attention several months
ago through the kindness of ocousins Nan Sibley and Katherine .
Selfridge Kellond: Katherine sent om a type written copy. From the
content and style, it was Immediately evident that the "Book" is a
letter written by Sammel Woodworth in 1839, to his sister Abby then
living in Detroit.

The original recently lcaned to me by the present owner,cousin
Barbara Champion (Mrs, Joseph H,) Eastman of Los Angeles, is in the
form of a nicely leather bound volume entitled "Woodworth" of some
55 pages. The content 1s e Tacssimile reproduction of a letter,
definitely in the personal band writing of Sammel Woodworth,

lirs, Eastman states she fouud it among the papers of her late
mother, Mollie Connor Champlon, who was the daughter of John W,
Connor and his wife Julia Woodworth (daughter of Samuel Haines Smith
Woodworth, and grand daughter there fore of Samuel Woodworth, poet
and author of the present letter, -

Needless to say, to one who has spent fifteen years of
intensive study and research, on the ancestory of his-great grand
father, this find has proved an intensely interesting, fascinating
and valuable genealogiecal document.

B

It is Lmuediately self evident that grest grand father Samuel
has Just examined Deane’s History of Seituate Mass., just published
prior to this letter. All of sarly facts and ‘genealogionl data of

from mﬁ*a History, and are m of the BawG Misms zade by
Dean in the early Woodworth linesge. {(The earliest wille and probete
resords since dimcovered prove without guestion ¥alter Woodworth had
Srue 1ine of desosnt 1o Natser 1. Sosepn oo merionrn S7ond that the
, iine o end- ¥alter 1, Jose wnjanin 3, Senjamin 4,
Benjantn 5, Sewmel 8, Woodworths] o b onianin 3, Renjanin 4,

4 it 1z almost amusing that in this letter of Ssmmel to his -
slster ibby, he quotos all the necessary facts for his true linesge,
had he sssembled thom correctily, and more over b{ bhis own dates, he
squeezes in su eXtys generation (Benjemin Reburt) thet is chrono-
logleally impossible.

Like every one else, who has not made &n exsct study of the
problem, Semuels personal knowlasdge of his apeeftry only went back
%0 that of his grend father Benjemin who married Hammabh Cudworth.
It 15 queer that Samusl 41d no% know or he surely would have drawn
gttsm;m, ut Hepnah was the grest grand deughtior of Maj, Ceneral

me _‘ £k .

fie mentiona numsrous individusls in this letter to isbby, also




e

without knowing they were his direct ancestors. However his comments
on the liwves of his father-and grand father and of hls brother amd
slaters cre of great value, and are a very essential documsntary
sourcs in linking up the ezriiest generstions with our present
generatlions,

The comments aument the variocus signers of the Declaration of
Independance revesl his intense patroitism as pointed out by Xendal
Taft in his blographieal study of the author.

in svonclusion, this book is photo etatel-and the negatives are
in possession of the writer of thess comments, through the kindness
of the owner lrs. Fastmen,

Selim W, Moirtiur, ¥,D.
{gt. grandson of Ssmmel} Yoodworth)
Chiecago, 131, June 12, 1944
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